There follow, in order, articles on six churches in the Galilee, two in Samaria, seven in Jerusalem, ten in Judaea and the Judaean desert, seven in the Negev, and four in the Sinai Peninsulaan impressive number for this small land. The editor has provided necessary aids. A large foldout map locates sites where remains are located. One immediately notices the large number of sites directly northwest and west of the Dead Sea. The articles are generously provided with plans, isometric reconstructions, numerous black and white plates, twenty-four color plates (most containing a number of reproductions), a helpful glossary of technical terms of Byzantine ecclesiastical architecture, and a quite detailed index. In short, the Israel Exploration Society's volume on churches is an excellent companion to its volume on early synagogues. While some will turn almost at once to the summary of the excavations under the Church of the Holy Sepulcher that enable a more definitive reconstruction of the Constantinian basilica (pp. 100-122), others will rejoice in the recovery of Justinian's Nea Church (pp. 128-35) modes of worship is an enterprise as old as Josephus and, whether done under the auspices of a confessional or wholly secular constituency, is also valid. As time-honored a scholarly endeavor as it has become, the process of conflating the two-Syro-Palestinian religious history and biblical exegesis-courts confusion at every step.
The very title of Albertz's work, implying as it does that "Israelite" appropriately describes the religion of the premonarchic inhabitants of Palestine as well as that of the kingdom of Judah and that "Old Testament" is a chronological peg comparable to political tags such as "Neo- Mesopotamian accretions in the official as well as the personal realms (pp. 188-95, 209-11) , the "tendency" of Iron Age Yahwism to reclaim its monolatrous heritage in both the northern and southern kingdoms is an observation arrived at by ignoring significant pieces of data. Likewise, The format of this series allows for the presentation of the original text (here printed in square Hebrew/Aramaic characters without, of course, vowels), a translation, and very brief notes, mostly of a generally explanatory nature. This volume may be used, therefore, as a classroom tool for students both with and without a reading knowledge of Hebrew and Aramaic. The absence of textual, grammatical, and philologi- (Chico, California, 1982) .
